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pg th \eſe Words our Saviour cah- 


cludes the Parable of Dives and Laza- 5 


WX rs; wherein (after ſhewing the un- 
Is happy State of ſuch as are rich, but 
ION. without him, and the bleſſed Condition 
; of the Poor who are in his Favour) he 
makes Dives to pray out of his Torment that Laza- 
rus might go and preach to his five Brethren, leſt th 
ſhould alſo eriſh ; but Abraham, to whom he 21525 
anſwered him, chat they had the Scriptures, 60 
have, ſaith he, Moſes and the Prophets, let them h 
them.” Dives till thinks,that if Lazarus went from the 
Dead, and a N to them! in the height of theirMirth 
; 26 "AL g and 
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and Banqueting, aſſuring them that their Brother, 
who had lived like them in Pleaſure, was now loſt, 
and fo warn them to repent, that it would have a 
Petter F Res than all Preaching; but Abrabam tells 
him, If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither would they be perſuaded though one 10(e 
J wank 
' In this Parable our Saviour has greatly honoured 
2 8 8 and taught all his People in 
uture ta think exceedingly, reverently of the 
Words of G50 beſides Vara the Rich 25d ſuch as 
have this World's Goods, left they haye their Por- 
tion in this Life, and teaching common People and + 
ſuch as are poor and in Adverſity, that they may 
ſet their Affections on things above and have 
Treaſure in Heaven, 
There are many Leſſons to be learned through 
the whole; and as all "theſe Parables were ſpoken 
For the InftruQtion of the ſincere Followers of Chriſt, 
that they may be wiſe to eternal Liſe, ſnunning 


every Danger, and eſcaping the Wrath to come, [ 


wiſh all who are my Hearers to-day may give the 

_greater Attention while I ſpeak a few Words on this 
= and make ſome Obſervations in the courſe 
ä : 
Our Saviour delivers the Parable thus, * There was 
a certain rich Man which was cloathed in Purple 
.and fine Linen, and who fared ſumptuouſly every 
Day.“ This is the Deſcription of what the World 
Calls a happy Man. He was rich, and fo a Stran- 
ger to Want, Nakedneſs, and all the Miſeries of 

. that kind which poor People are ſubje to. He 
did not k now what it was to be pinched with Hun- 
ger, ſuffer.Thirſt, or Cold, or Wearineſs ; no op- 
preſſing Creditors bore hard upon him, nor was 

he made to ferve under the Rigour of Mey 
| * 


[5] 
He had many Servants, a fine Houſe, and perhaps 


ſlept on Beds of Down and Ivory. His Riches 
kept hin in Favour with his Friends, and carried him 
above the Envy and Contempt of his Foes, I doubt 
not but he had often thanked. God that he was 
rich, and rejoiced that his F ortune was ſo confider- 
able i in the World. 

He was cloathed in Purple.” The Tyri ian Pur- 
ple of the Ancients was of all Colours moſt 'coltly, ſo 
that none but Kings and Perſons of the firſt Rank in 
the World wore it. This was his Dreſs, and adorn- 
ed, I ſuppoſe, with Embroidery and Gold; beſide, 
| he had fine Linen, and all that could ſerve to make 
him ſplendid and comfortable. Nor was he only rich, 
and thus grand and princely in his Apparel, but he 

fared ſumptuoufly every Day.” He had not often his 
Table ſpread with Delicacies, but always. Every 
Day the Fat of the Land, the moſt precious Fruits, 
the daintieſt victuals came before him. Nor was he 
alone, his five Brethren lived -the ſame luxurious 
and high Life ; they had doubtleſs the beft Com- 
any, and had plenty of Wine, and drank ſtrong 
| bay out of Cups, of Silver and Gold. All round 
- waited their Servants, and Subjects, and Dancing, 
and Muſic, and merry Diſcourſe paſſed their many 
Days and Nights away pleaſantly. Had one ſeen 
them ſinging over their Bowls of rich Wines, or 
wantonly ſporting with Harlots, without Care, with- 
out Bounds to their Exceſs and Pleaſures, high with 
Honour and ReſpeR, full of Mirth, and loaden 
with Riches, one might have thought, How happy 
is this rich Man in tis Company! No doubt he had 
heard the Law, for he was a Child of Abraham; 
he had been ſometimes preſent when the Prophets 
were read, but it had no great Effect upon him; 
f perbaps de had rode in his Chariot on certain 
| Days, 


fo, | 

Days, and frequented thus the Temple and Syna- 
gogues out of Faſhion, or to divert away a ſpare 
Hour, but his Heart was untouched with any thing 
he heard ; perhaps the Priefts whom he choſe to 
hear, propheſied ſmooth Things, and he liked to 
have it fo. He contemned the 5 in Religion, 
and ſuch as were devoted to ſacred Things, as half 
mad Men, melancholy, Perſons of no Taſte, and 
Enthuſiaſts, and would not be ſuch a Fool to let 
over much Religion deſtroy him. 

In ſhort, he ſeemed at firſt View to be a Veſſel 
of Honour, and highly favoured, a Man whom Hea - 
ven had bleſſed, and to whom God had opened his 
Hand and been doubly liberal. There are thouſands 
who have wiſhed to be thus happy, and perhaps 
many of us now preſent can lay our Hand on our 


4 - 


Heart and ſay, I am the Man. 


„ . . 


In the ſame City, and in the ſame Country with 
this great Man, was a certain poor Perſon, a Beg- 
gar, named Lazarus, who lay at the rich Man's Gate 
| Tall of Sores, deſiring to be fed with the Crumbs 
which fell from the rich Man's Table,” who had no 

Friends or Company, excepting the Dogs whocame 
and licked his Sores. Behold one as miſerable as 
the other was happy ! He ſeemed to be neglected 
by all his Fellow-creatures, and an Out-caſt of the 
God of Nature, a Veſſel of Diſgrace and Diſhonour. 
He had no ſponſable and wealthy Friends, but was 
left an Orphan, and expoſed to the piercing Afflic- 
tions of Want and Poverty. He had no Houſe, 
but lay at the Gate of Dives ; had no Bed but the 
Ground; was ſick and full of Wounds, and had no 
Phyſician, no comfortable Cordial, no Plaiſter, no 
Friend or pitying Neighbour. While the one in the 
Houſe rolled in Plenty, he languiſhed with Hunger, 
and all his Moans and Cries, though only for “ the 
a arte „ Crumby 


5 _ 
Crumbs which fell from the Table,” were unheard 
and unregarded. He had no Cloaths but Rags, fo 


that the Cold pinched him without, and Hunger and 
Sickneſs within. Inſtead of pitying the poor Beggar, 
it ſeems as if thoſe of the Houſe had ſet the Dogs 
at him to drive him from Door, who were more 
merciful than their Maſter, © they licked his Sores.” 
This was all the Eaſe and Comfort he had; and 
thus between Sickneſs, Hunger, and Nakedneſs he 
was worn out and at laſt died. = 
All that paſſed by him muſt ſurely have felt a 
certain Chill and Horror at the fight of his wretched 
Corpſe, and eſteemed his End miſerable. It is likely 
his Bones were laid in ſome Ditch, or buried among 
Denghills, and to all outward Appearance one ſhould 
hvae concluded, this Man lived and died unhappy to 
the laſt Degree ; but therein, ſuch as judged after 
a human Way would have been fadly miſtaken, 
that poor Man was at Peace with God, he had 
made a bleſſed Uſe of his Affliction, out of the deep 
of it he had cried to the Lord and was heard ; he 
had made his Part ſure in the Book of Life, and in 
the Favour of the Lord his God. It is true, he had 
little or none of the good Things of this World, his 
Eyes had been often red with weeping, and his 
poor Heart inured to Diſtreſs and Sighing, but he had 
obtained the Love of God, and knew his Redeemer 
lived; this comforted him till the Angel of Death 
releaſed him and he died. There was then an End 
to his Penury and Needs; all the Tears were wiped 
away from his Eyes, all Sorrow left bis aching 
Heart; his Sickneſs ſank his Spirits and weighed him 
down no more; no more his Wounds and Sores 
ſmarted, nor his Hunger pinched his poorCarcals; he 
heard no more the Menaces and Threatnings of ſuch 
as would not relieve him; no, all was over = 


81 | | 
and ( the Angels carried him to Abrabam's Boſom.” 
While his Body was finding a Reft in ſome naſty 
but quiet Spot, the bleſſed Spirits who ſtood round 
him as he died, and who waited for the appointed 
Mament, now ung him up to the Paradiſe of God. 
How ſweet. was Heaven to his weary Soul | how 
ſweet, how tranſporting the Kingdom to him, who 
had been a Beggar and the jg of all the 
World ? He could not any more weep at his hard 
Lot, or ſigh that he had been ſo poor; he rather 
could adore before the Throne that be had been 
afflicted, and ſaved from truſting to uncertain 
Riches,” and weaned from the World, and that a 
better Portion had been deſigned for him by his mer- 
ciful Creator. O how muſt he bleſs the Wiſdom of 
God, and his unſearchable Goodneſs in ſaving him, 
and for changing his Want to eternal Riches, his 
Rags to God's Righteouſneſs, his Dunghill to a 
'Throne, and his poor troubleſome Life to a Life 
eternal] Inſtead of Dogs to lick his Sores, Angels 
attend him and hail him to his thrice bleſſed Home 
and Harbour, where he ſhall reſt for ever and ever 

But now we-will leave him in his Glory and re- 
turn to the rich Glutton in his Pomp and Splendor, 
* who allo died and was buried.“ All his Gold and 
Silver could not purchaſe him a Renewal, or lon- 
ger. Term of Life; he died, and left all his Com- 
panions, his coſtly Furniture, his fine Raiment, and 
plentiful Table ; he died and went into another 
State, whither his Gold could not be carried, * nei- 
ther could his Pomp follow him.” There is no men- 
tion made of the Beggar' s Funeral, it was too mean 
and inſignificant to notice ; if he was not caſt out 
into the open Fields to the Beaſts and Birds of Prey, 
it is likely, . as I before obſerved, he was buried 
with the Buse of an Aſs; but Dives was Punt * 
| | . e, 


[9] 
He, no doubt, was laid in Sta'e, and his Hearſe at- 


tended-with Mobrgers, and ſuch às were ſKilful in 
amentation, and in ſolemn Miphiticenee interred in 
Sepulchres of his Fathers; but O! While his 
— wong and Friends were bearing their once-rictt 
other with- ſueh Sr plendor to the Grave his Soul 
funk dow to Hell; & and in Hell he lift up his Eyes 
being in Tormii tits, and faw- Abraham afar off "and 
Lazarus in his Boſom.” Amazifig Change! hisPigas 
ſures are turnetito Torments, his Riches to eternal 
Wants, his Scarlet and Purple Robes to Purple am 
Scatlet Flames of Fire; his Bowls of new We te 
inſatiable Thirſt, his Muſic to Howlings; ©his'fide 
ouſe to the Bottomleſs Pit, his Brethren mary 
S pre, y to Devils and wicked Spirits. He liſted d 
bis you,” but ſaw no more Grandeur and _ 
Things; he ſhould have opened them beſore, and 
Have fe tlie” 'Hings that made for his Peace, but 
now they were hid from him, he opened his Eyes 
too late. It is true; he ſaw Hbrabum and Laar 
in Glory, but it was afar off; yes, there he ſaw the 
ſame Beggar he ſuffered to periſh without Mere 
at his Gate; hefaw him now in the Boſom of « 
Friend of God; be beheld him who was once un - 
worthy his ebe, fitting among the Favourites bf 
the God of Abraham ; and he who had ſcarce any 
Covering; while Diver wallowed in Kiches and was 
cloathed with Purple and fine Linen, now was cloa 
ed with the white and fine Linen, which is theRigh- 
teouſneſs of the Saints, and in which they ft and with- 
out Spot before the Throne. He bad not minded 
his Cries once, but now he cries for his Helpiz "hd 
e he cried and ſaid, Father Abraham have Mer 
on me, and ſend Lazarus that he may dip the Tip of 
his Pi inger in Water and coobmy Tongue, for L An 
L Ur in this Flame. 3 ada prily- 
E. 
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- ed before, and now prays when it is too late, but h 
prayed to Abrabam. It is the only Prayer in the Scrip- 
ture made to the Saints, and is a Prayer made in vain. 
He called Abrabam, Father, but found it did not avail 
to have had believing or good Parents, without ha- 
ving their Experience of the Love of God, and trod 
the Steps of the Faith of Abrabam. No more ſtrong 
Drink and new Wine refreſhed him; he begs not 
a Drop of Water, but leſs if poſſible, for he prays 
only that ** Lazarus might dip the Tip of bis Finger in 
Water to cool his Tongue.” See how he intreats Mer- 
cy from him to whom he would ſhew no Mercy 
tus ſhall it be in the Day when Jeſuscomes; then 
the deſpiſed and perſecuted Few, who loved him in 
the World, and who for his Sake were hated, abuſed, 
Alandered, reviled, and as it were, © killed all the 
Day long,” ſhall be honourable in their fight who 
flighted and uſed them ill. They ſhall then wor- 
ſhip at their Feet, and ſue for Mercy with Shame 
and Confuſion. This Honour, ſhall have all the 
Saints. Thus Dives behaves to Lazarus, when he 
intreats Abrabam to ſend him to eaſe him. Have 
Mercy upon me, he ſays, my Father Abraham.” This 
. would have been a pretty Prayer if made to the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, and made in the Day of Grace, 
and in the acceptable Year of the Lord ;” but now 
: Abrabgmanſwers, << Son, remember that thou in thy 
Life - time receivedſt thy good Things, and Lazarus 
. Þis evil Things, but now he is comtorted and thou 
ate tormented.” Abraham calls him Son, but it did 
him no Good; he expoſtulates with him, and ſhews 
the equitable Dealings of Juſtice ; he bids him * re- 
member, that once as he loved the World and the 

Things of the World, fo he had them, and had his 
| _ Portion in this Life; and as he ſhighted Grace, and 
the Riches and Things of the Life to come, ſo they 


were. 
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Riches and Righteouſnels. * | 
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were far from him. On the other Hand, he ſays, 
Poor Lazarus, who had no good Things here, but 


was a Maitof Sorrows, was not of the World, but 


choſe his Part above, ſo the World hated him and 
forſook him; but now he is arrived to his Trea- 
ſure, and ſhall be comforted for evermore. | 

Hear this, ye who count them happy who live in 


Pleaſure, and who make merry as in a Day of Slaugh- 


ter ! ye, who are continually heaping up Gold, and 
* who fare ſumptuouſly every Day ! ye, who ride 
on Horſes and in Chariots, and feel no Evil ! and 
ye who are continually wiſhing for Honour, and de- 
firing to be great and rich, or to enjoy large Poſſeſſi 
ons in the World, O hear it and tremble, and change 
your Wiſhes into Prayers for Mercy, and a Part at 
God's Right Hand! Remember, they that love 
the World and the Things of the World, have not 
the Love of the Father in them; and that a Man 
cannot be a Friend of the World without being an 
Enemy of God.“ Deſire not then to have here a 


Fulneſs, but if you have it, behave as Stewards. of 


the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, andiremember 


the ſtrict Account you muſt one Day make, Have 
you no more than Food, and Raiment convenient? 


content, and know you are better off than your 
Lord. Or do you ſuffer Want, or are poor? pray 
to have Zazarus's ſure Kingdom in the better World, 
and be not unhappy with Cares, but give up your- 
ſelves and your Wants to the Care of your heaven- 


ly Father, who careth for you. Let not Riches, or 


Finery, or gay Apparel, or Pleaſures, or Wanton- 
— Lale be a Snare to you; be releaſed from 
all, and «© touch not the unclean Thing; keep out 
of the Danger, and follow your plain and lowly 
Lord through the World, and have your Glory 
where it is eternal, and let your Riches be durable 
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I know their Thoughts of all 
light it as L did g they deſpiſe the Scriptures, and 
. atheiſticallyimock Religion, but if ſuch an one as La- 


= 3 
Many have made another Choice, and repented it 
for ever. Abrubam tells Dives, that there was now 
no paſſing from one State and Place to the other; 
a Gulph, an infinite Space was between. When he 
found this, he prays Abrabam, at leaſt, to let Laza- 
vus go to his Father's Houſe, where his Btethren liv- 
ed in the fame wicked way, to preach and fore warn 
them, leſt they ſhould come into the ſame Torment 


_ and, periſh in the fame way. Abrabum anſwers, 


t they have Mioſes and the Prophets, let them hear 
them! Nay, he faid, „Father Abraham, but if 
one would riſet from the Dead they would repent.” 
As If he would ſay; © O'] I know how it was with 
me, I En how Ljeered ſuch as e Danger; 
Preaching, they 


zarus,whom they knew to be dead, would go and 
appear to them, and tell them, Your. Brother is in 
eternal Flames, he is loſt, and crying out in his Tor- 
ments, Repent or you ſhall all hkewiſe periſu, then 
they would hear.“ But Abrabam tells bim; If they 
will not hearken to the Law and to the Teſfimo- 
mony, if the Word of God has no Effect, and 
they regard: not Moſes and the Prophets, neither 
would they! be perſuaded though one toſe from the 
Dead.“ They would til} in their wanton manner 
ſeoff, and endeavour to account for it in a natural 
way z they would:deem it Fancy or a Juggle of the 
Religious; or look upon it as a Dream, and harden 
their Hearts ſtill more. If a Meſſage from the Lord 
God of their Fathers is not received, nor the Teſti- 
meny of his Children, the Witneſſes, then no Mi- 
racle would be of Service, and if one role from the 
Dead it would be in vain. 20 nen be 
le ſhould not ſeem that Divas Fear of having his 
Brethren and wicked Companions folloty him into 
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dence in the Friend of Sinners, nor let it put yon 
upon worldly and uplayful Means to extricate your- 
lelves, nor-tempt-you to murmur or complain; but 
rake it in good Part, and be ſatisfied with, your exil 
Jeſus and his Diſciples in another World, - Now 
before you are called away... beleroh hun. de 8 7e 
you a true living, Eaith., In Rim; that thereby 
you may be. perſuaded;of his everlaſting Love to 

you, the feeling af which will Keep you happy, and 
I 1 3 


141 

at Peace, under the moſt opprefling and grievous 
Trials; it will ſweeten your Paſlage thro' the World, 
and comfort you beyond all you cen think or wiſh. 

When you have no Friend or dear Companion, you 
will not be deſtitute, he will be near to you, he will 
never leave nor forſake you.“ Inſtead of Riches you 
ſhall have his Merits, his Kingdom, the Treaſures of 
his Peace and Salvation; you ſhall not want, you 
ſhail be happy, and your latter End will be bleſſed ; 
the holy Angels ſhall carry'you Home, and Jeſus, 
your dear Saviour Jeſus ſhall kiſs you and take you 
in Peace to himſelf. Till then be content to be here 
a Pilgrim and Stranger, a poor and needy Follower 
of the Lamb; be content to be hated, to be diſho- 
nourable and deſpiſed; in a very little while you 
ſhall ſee all the Cloud blow over, and the Time of 
the ſing ing of Birds ſhall come; you ſhall go into 
* your Maſter's Joy, and into the Houſe he prepared 
for you in the New Jeruſalem, to go no more out 
World without End. e EILEEN 
Our Saviour had this alfo in view in this Parable, 
namely, to warn kindly the wild, the raſh, the giddy 
and wanton Part of Mankind to eſcape the Perils and 
fad Eftate of ſuch as hear not the loving Calls of his 
Holy Spirit, but eagerly covet the World and feek 
Happineſs there, and ſo miſs the Kingdom of God. 
The Rich, the Gluttonous, the Epicure, the Miſer, the 
Luſtful, the Lovers of Pleaſure and the World are in 
a dangerous Condition ; they can eaſily be deceived 
and cry, Peace, Peace to their poor Hearts, while the 
World ſmiles, and they proſper and go on undiſturb- 
ed, till ſuddenly they are ſummoned to depart this 
Life, and, like Fooliſh Virgins, they awake out of 
the pleaſing Deluſion, and are miſerable for ever. 
But our Saviour had yet in view to magnify the 
Scriptures and make them honourable. I hey — 
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his true Sayings and may not be trifled with, deſpiſ- 
ed, or {lighted. Who looks for Miracles and Won- 
ders, and thinks he could be converted by that 
Means, and thinks little of the Oracles of God, he 
is a deceived Perſon, The Scriptures are never alone; 
but the Powerof God always accompanies them, fothat 
with Majeſty they are — to the Heart, and 
with a divine Conviction thatthey are from Heaven. 
If therefore a Man has ſo long diſregarded the ſtriv- 
ing of the Spirit with him, that by little and little 
de ceaſes to reſpect the Scripture, and at laſt is no 
longer perſuaded to hear them, is no longer to be 
convinced by them, nor looks to experience the 
recious Promiſes they contain, nor is awed by the 
yy nt, nor courted or prevailed, upon by the 
Intreaties and Calls therein, but is willingly ignorant. 
of them, is dead to all they ſay, oppoles manifeſt 
Truths declared therein, and can venture to diſpute 
Doctrines, which in his Conſcience he believes are 
taught there, and was the Mind of Jeſus and his Diſ- 
ciples, then it is gone far indeed, and the riſing of 
one from the Dead to attempt his Converſion might . 
be dreaded, and thought to be in vain. 1 
As the Apoſtle of our Profeſſion humbled himſelf 
to read out of the Scriptures, reaſoned out of them 
with Men, with his Diſciples, and expounded out 
of them the Things concerning himſelf, and alſo 
therewith anſwer d the Tempter to ſet us a Pattern, 
let us be his Followers, and, as it is written, ſo be- 
lieve, ſo act in every thing, that we may not only 
ſhew to others we believe and are Diſciples of him 
whoſe Oracles they are, but alſo happily experience 
the fulfilling of the Promiſes in our Hearts, and be 
Witneſſes that they are true and faithful, to the 
Glory of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom be Praiſe 
and Bleſſings for ever and ever! Amen. 
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FO D my Saviour, I beſeech thee for thy 
tender Mercies ſake, jet not the Deceitfulneſi 
vt Riches, nor any of the Things of the World get 
my KAffections, nor ſuffer thou my own Deſires apt 
—_ to blind my Eyes to the Pleaſures at thy Right 
ay | S073 9091 
Be pleaſed to make me à Stranger and Pilgtim 
here, and let Faith in thee be my Riches, thy 
Wotd my Lanthorn and Staff in this darx World; 
and let my unfeigned Love to thee, and my conti= 
nual Thirſt to be for ever in thy Favour, make i 
think little of all carnal Joys and Happineſs. In all 
Company and in all Places draw me after thee. 
Give me a ſenſible Conviction of thy Love to me, 
and the Aſſurance that I am born again of thy Spi- 
rit, and made a Child of God; and let me know that 
all my Sins are forgiven and buried in thy Wounds, 
and in the Red Sea of thy Blood for evef. 
I will be thine Body and Soul, O keep that which 
LT entruft to thy Care till the Day of Reſtitution, 
and in all Dangers be near me. If I ſhould be 
ruſn, or run in a Way which is not right, or ſhould - 
miſtak e thy Mind, diſappoint and hinder me; bat 
O let my Soul be ſtill precious in thy Sight, till the 
appointed Time is come for ine to depärt. Tnta, 
my dear Saviour, let the Angels carry me to thy 
Boſom, and without Fear or Dread in the Aſſurance 
'of Faith, let me leave the World and come home 
to thee.” © Let this be my happy Lot, -and do what 
eg me here. 3 _— 
*Shep of Ifracl, and grant my Prayer for thy 
Nan fie, en i . N , rd 
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